Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 05966 302025Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO BIB-01 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ACDA-07 10-13 /079 W 

302112Z 083992/62 

R 301945Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6883 
INFO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 5966 
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TAGS: PINT UR 

SUBJECT: MOSCOW ON THE EVE OF MAY DAY 

REF: 76 MOSCOW 6789 

1 . A DRIVE AROUND CENTRAL MOSCOW ON APRIL 30 SHOWED THE SAME 
TWO LARGE POSTERS OF BREZHNEV BY HIMSELF THAT WERE SEEN LAST YEAR. 
(ON THE MANEZH, AND ON THE MERCHANT MARINE MINISTRY IN DZHER- 
ZHINSKIY OZHEIZHIN SKIY SQUARE) 

THE WHOLE POLITBURO WAS DISPLAYED IN ABOUT THE SAME NUMBER OF 
PLACES AS LAST YEAR. BREZHNEV ALWAYS OCCUPIED THE PLACE OF HONOR 
WHILE THE OTHER MEMBERS WERE DISPLAYED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER. 
THERE SEEMED TO BE FEWER ECONOMIC SLOGANS THAN WAS THE CASE LAST 
YEAR; INDEED THERE WERE FEWER SLOGANS ON DISPLAY ALTOGETHER. 
MOSCOW SEEMS LESS FESTIVE THAN IT WAS FOR MAY 1, 1976. 

2. IN CONTRAST WITH 1976, HOWEVER, THE SHOPS SEEMED FULL OF FOOD, 

AND FEWER COMPLAINTS WERE HEARD DURING A RANDOM SAMPLE OF SHOPS 
THAN WAS CASE LAST YEAR. CLEARLY THE AUTHORITIES HAVE MADE MORE 
SUCCESSFUL EFFORT THIS YEAR TO PROVIDE SPECIAL SUPPLIES OF FOOD 

IN MOSCOW. 
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